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sNdpIY

DXncw
Aw_nImkpX³ am§mSv

\nXoj Fcns]mcn sIm­p. A\nÝnXmhØbpsS \Sp¡SenÂ hoWXv

t]mse AhÄ ssIImen«Sn¨p.

Ime¯pw H¶pw Xn¶n«nÃ. D¨bv¡v hnf¼nbX¸Sn sX§n³ sac«nte¡v

X«n. sXm­bneqsS c­v häv Cd§nbn«v tht­.

ag¯pÅn ]m{X¯nÂ hogp¶ H¨tI«v \nXoj samss_Â Xpd¶p.  ho­pw

kpZo]sâ thmbnkv ¢n¸mWv.]¯ncp]sX®ambn«p­mhpw. H¶pw Xpd¶n«nÃ.

t\cw shfp¯t¸mÄ sXm«v Pe]m\anÃmsX Ah³ ]cXmfn¡mhn\I v̄

Im¯ncn¡pIbmWv.  ]s£ X\n¡v ]pd¯nd§m³ h¿.  C¶se kÔy¡v

amäpSp¯v t]fnI Npaente´n apä¯nd§nbt¸mÄ AÑ³ Iev]n¨XmWv:

hmXneS¨v AI¯ncpt¶m.Rm³ aS§n hcpw hsc s]md¯nd§­.

AÑ\v Imcyamb kwibap­v.  kwibt¯¡mÄ ̀ bamWv.  Xms\s´¦nepw

kmlkw Im«n¡fbptam F¶ `bw.  A©mdv XhW ab¯nÂ Xm¡oXv

X¶XmWv.  XmW PmXnbnÂs¸« Hcp ASnbmfs¨¡\pambpÅ k¼À¡w \½sf

Ipe¯n\v tNcoe tamtf F¶v.

Hcp XhW \nÊlmb\mbn, hnhi\mbn ssI¸¯nIÄ aeÀ¯n¸nSn¨v

A`yÀ°n¨p.

""tamtf, \n\¡dntbm, ]Xn¶memw hbÊnev Xfn¸d¼¯¸sâ sIm«p¼pd

¯o¶v I¨pw NpcntIw hm§nt¨m\m Rm³. A§\m shdpw I®\mb Rm³

Icn§m«v I®³ s]cph®m\mbXv.  thsd Bcv­v \½sf kzcq]¯nev C{X

Ffw {]mb¯nev I¨pw NpcnI hm§n¨näv? A¶v sXm«v \À¡ne¡mSv tIm«¯nse

]pXntbmXosS*  Øncw tIme¡mc\tÃ Rm\v? ]pXnbmd ¼¯pw an¡¸fpw

Rm\tÃ ]pXntbmXo\ \nhr¯n¡v¶Xv.  sNmÃvÅ sNe Xm\§fnÂ sXm­¨t\w

ap¨ntem«t½\pw sI«nbmSp¶ s]cpabpÅ I\emSnbtÃ Rm\v. \o th­mXo\w

H¶pw sN¿dv. tZmjt¸cv Ft´ep­mbmev F\¡v ]n¶ tIm«¯nt¡dm³

]m§p­mtÆm?''

kpZo]\pw sX¿¡mc\tÃ AÑm? Hm\pw AÑs\t¸mse AWnbe§fWnªv

ssZhamIpt¶m\tÃ? ssZhmbmev AÑs\t¸mse Hmt\w taemf½mcv sXmgvXv

*]pXnb`KhXn sX¿w
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hW§n \n¡v¶ntÃ? ]ns¶ F´v PmXn AÑm, Fs¶ms¡ XÀ¡n¡m³ hm

Xpds¶¦nepw AÑ³ s]cph®msâ apJs¯ ]cthiw I­t¸mÄ \nXoj AS§n.

s]cph®msâ I®pIÄ \ndªp. Np­pIÄ hnd¨p.

""tamtf \nXoj, \nâ½ kpioe t]mtb¸n¶ F\¡v \obtÃbpÅq. hgn

sXänt¸mImsX I­v \ns¶ BsWmcv¯sâ I¿nte¸n¨mte F\¡v KXn In«q.

sX¿ambn I¯v¶ tatecnbnev*NmS v¼gpw. HSbnepw apSnbnepw Bfv¶

Xo¸´§fpsS \Sv¡v BSv¼gpw Rm³ H«pw s]mÅednbenÃ tamtf.

DSp¯psIs«Ãmw Agn¨v ]¨a\pjy\mbn amdv¼gm F\¡v s]mÅp¶Xv.

\ns¶¡pdnt¨mÀ¯v. As¸m....''

hm¡pIÄ \mhnepZn¡msX s]cph®msâ sXm­bnSdn. XncpapSnbWnªv

ssZhambn amdpt¼mÄ X«I¯nÂ h¶pIqSnb Bbnc§tfmSv CSXShnÃmsX

am{´nI kuµcyapÅ hm¡pIÄ DXnÀ¡p¶ s]cph®m\mWv Xsâ ap¼msI

`mjbnÃmsX CSdp¶sX¶p I­t¸mÄ \nXoj¡v hÃmsX hyk\hpw

Ipät_m[hpw tXm¶n.

A½ Ft§m«mWv t]mbsX¶v Ct¸mgpw \nXoj¡v XoÀ¨bnÃ.  s]s«s¶mcp

Znhkw ImWm­mhpIbmbncp¶p.  Hcp kqN\bpw A½ _m¡n sh¨ncp¶nÃ.

Xm\¶v c­mw ¢mknembncp¶p.  sshIn«v hcp¼gv hcm´bnÂ AÑ³  XfÀ¶p

InS¸p­v.  Npänepw _Ô¡mcpw AbÂ¡mcpw. kw`hadnªt¸mÄ Xm\pw

hmhn«pIcªp.  tX§bnSm³ hcp¶ GäqSp¡ N´t\bpw A¶papXÂ

ImWmXmbt{X.  XmaknbmsX, c­mfpw GtXm Zqc \m«nte¡v  Hfnt¨mSnsb¶

IY \m«pImÀ sa\ªp­m¡n. ho«nÂ \n¶pw ]pd¯nd§msX, Bizkn¸n

¡ms\¯nb BcptSbpw apJ¯v t\m¡msX, an­m«anÃmsX AÑ³ Hcp aqebnÂ

Iq\n¡qSnbncp¶p.  sX¿§fpWcp¶ Xpem¸¯v ]nd¶n«pw A\¡ap­mbnÃ.

As¡mÃw tIme§fWnbmsX AÑ³ amdn \n¶p.

AÑ\v tZjyw hcp¶Xv I­nt«bnÃ. I¨pw NpcnIbpw ssIh¶Xv sIm­mhmw

A½tbmSpw Ie¼p¶Xv I­n«nÃ.  Hfnt¨mSnbn«pw A½sb HmÀ v̄ No¯ hnfn¨n«nÃ.

A½bnÃmXmbtXmsS Xsâ `mcw apgph³ AÑsâ Xebnembn. Xoän¸n¡epw

DSp¸n¡epw FÃmw. kv¡qfnte¡pÅ t]m¡nepw hchnepw A\pKan¡embncp¶p

Gähpw hnjan¸n¨Xv. At¸mgmWv Ac\mgnI Zqc¯v Xmakn¡p¶, \memw

¢mÊpImc\mb kpZo]³ AÑ\v BizmkambXv . Ime¯v ]Snhsc h¶v Iq«m\pw

sshIo«v sIm­m¡m\pw kpZo]s\ N«w sI«n.

Hcp hSn¡¼v hoin c£Is\t¸mse kpZo]³ ap¶nÂ \S¶p. Ahsâ DSp¸pIÄ

Iodn¸dnªXpw \ndw sI«Xpambncp¶p.  Hcp \mÄ Ah³ hnfdn¨ncntbmsS Xncnªv

* Xo¡q\
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\n¶p.

""\ns¶t¸mse ]Sn¡mt\m¶zÃmt«m Rm\v Dkv¡qfnt¸m¶Xv.''

""]ns¶?''

""Dkv¡qfo¶v Iªow ]bdpw In«vt¶m­m.  Iªn \nÀ¯ymev sâ Dkv¡qfv

]q«pw.''

Bsc¦nepw Zm\w sN¿p¶ Ip¼n¨ ]pkvXI§fmbncp¶p kpZo]sâ

I¿nep­mbncp¶Xv.  kz´ambn IpSbp­mbncp¶nÃ.  agbpÅ Znhkw Xmfnsâ

Ce sIm¯nsbSp¯v IpSbmbn¸nSn¡pw. Xmfne ad¶ Znhkw ag Cc¼nbt¸mÄ

Ahs\ IpSbnÂ IqSm³ £Wn¨p. ]s£ Ah³ Iq«m¡nbnÃ. HmSns¨¶v ag

\\bp¶ Ahs\ IpSbnÂ Iq«n. At¶cw ]gb hnfdn¨ncn Ah³ ]pds¯Sp¯p.

""Cu ab Fsâ IpSnensâ DÅnepw s]¿p¶v­mIpw. \\bm­v t]mbn«pw

Imtcym¶qÃ.''

IpSbnÂ Iq«nb Imcyw ]dªt¸mÄ AÑ³ ]ntä¶p Xs¶ ]pXnb IpS

hm§n¨v kpZo]\v \ÂIn.  BZyambn IpS kz´ambXnsâ kt´mjw

ImtW­Xmbncp¶p.  AtXmÀ½n¨t¸mÄ \nXojbv¡v kwibap­mbn.  Zb

hnNmcn¨n«v Xs¶bmhptam AÑ³ A¶v IpS hm§n v̈ sImSp¯Xv?  AtXm PmXnbnÂ

Ipdªh³ aIfpsS IpSbnÂ tIdn \nÂ¡­ F¶p Nn´n¨n«mhptam?

]¯nÂ tXmätXmsS kpZo]sâ kvIqfnse Iªn IpSn ap«n.  ]s£

At¸mtg¡pw DincpÅ  sX¿¡mc\mbn amdnbncp¶p.  ho«nÂ IªnIpSns¡m¶pw

ap«nÃmXmbn. IpSnen\v apfn taªv agsb ]pd¯m¡n. ¹kvSp ]Tn¡p¶ Ime¯v

CS¡v hgnbnsems¡ Ah³ {]Xy£s¸Sm³ XpS§n.  c­mw sImÃ¯nsemcp

\mÄ s]m«n¨ncntbmsS kpZo]³ Xt¶mSv hÀ¯am\w ]dªv hcp¶Xv AÑ³

ap¶nÂ I­p. H¶pw an­nbnsÃ¦nepw AÑsâ apJw ISemkv t]mse hnfdnbXv

\nXoj {i²n¨p. A¶p cm{Xn tNmdp­v apdp¡n¯p¸p¶ t\cw I®³ s]cph®m³

Iev]n¨p.

""\msf sXm«v \obv ]Tn¡mt¼m­. a§ew Ibnªnäv thtWm¦nev \o _m¡n

]Tnt¨m.''

\nXoj Iptd sI©n t\m¡nsb¦nepw s]cph®m³ hg§nbnÃ. AhÄ

amÀ¡änÂ t]mbn hcp¶ kabw t\m¡n kpZo]³ ]cXmfn¡mhnsâ h¡ntem

Imªnc¡mSnsâ hnfp¼ntem Im¯ncp¶p.  Hcn¡Â I®§m«v t]mXnbpsS

XncpapSn¡pÅ sN¡n¸qhv tXSn ]cXmfn¡mhnse¯nb AÑ³ R§sf I­p.

ImWm¯Xv t]mse, H¶pw an­msX AÑ³ Cd§nt¸mbn.  A¶v sshIo«v
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D¯chn«p.

""F\n Cu hoSv hn«v \o Hä¡v s]md v̄ t]mIcvXv. F\¡v No¯t¸cv D­m¡em.''

\nXoj Dd¸p sImSp¯p.

""CÃÑm. Rm\n\n Hä¡v apäw IS¡oem. No¯t¸cp­m¡oem.''

tImacs¯t¸mse samss_Â hnd¨p XpÅm³ XpS§n. kpZo]\mWv. thmbnkv

¢n¸pIÄ Xpd¡p¶nsÃ¶v I­v hnfn¡pIbmWv. ho­pw ho­pw s_ÃSn¨p

sImt­bncp¶t¸mÄ \nhr¯nbnÃmsX t^m¬ I¿nseSp¯v \nXoj tZjys¸«p.

""C\n Fs¶ hnfn¡cpsX¶v Ime¯v Rm¼dªXtÃ? ]ns¶ F´n\mWv

hnfnt¨m­ncn¡vt¶? Cu temI¯nÂ F\n¡v Fsâ AÑ\mWv Gähpw hevXv.

AXv Ibnªnt« thsd F´pw DÅq. \o t^m¬ sh¨näv t]m.''

kpZo]³ Icbp¶ H¨bnÂ an­n.

""\nXojm, Rm\o \m«n¶vs¶ t]m¶v. Abn\v ap¼v Hä¯hW \ns¶ It­ms«.

amkw c­mbote \ns¶ I­n«v. Hcv an\näv aXn. H¶v I­m aXn. ]ns¶ \½fv

X½m½nev Hcn¡epw ImWoe... Cs¸m \o h¶nÃm¦nev Cu Iqhf¯nsâ sIm¼nev

Rm³....''

\nXojbpsS i_vZw CSdn.

""kpZo]m, Bsc¦nepw I­mev, FâÑsâ sNhnbnse¯nbmev þ ''

""F\n¡dnbmw \nXoj.  Rm³ PmXnbnÂ Ipdtªm\m. ]t£ev AXv Fsâ

Ipäm? F{Xq«w \osbs¶ ag¡v IptS tIäo«v­v.  ssI ]nSn¨näv­v. At¸m¶pw

\nâÑ\pw \m«mÀ¡pw PmXn {]ivt\m­mbncv¶nÃtÃm.''

t]mw hgnbnÃmsX \nXoj hg§n.

""Hcv an\näv am{Xw. A¸mSv Rm³ aS§pw. Fs¶ XSv¡cvXv''.

""CÃ \nXoj, Hcv an\nänÂ \o aS§nt¡m. Rm³ XSv¡oe.''

hmXnÂ Nmcm³ t]mepw \nÂ¡msX DSp¯ thj¯nÂ AhÄ DuSp

hgnbneqsS ]mªp. `mKy¯n\v FXnsc Bcpw h¶nÃ. hÅn¸SÀ¸pIfpw

Im«pac§fpw \ndª ]cXmfn¡mhnte¡v henªv Ibdpt¼mÄ \nXoj

]cn{`at¯msS  Npäpw t\m¡n.  CÃ, BcpanÃ.

Iqhf¨ph«nÂ ]chi\mbn kpZo]³ \nev]p­mbncp¶p. Ahs\ I­]msS

\nb{´W§sfÃmaäv \nXoj HmSns¨¶v hmcn¸pWÀ¶p.  A©mdp \nanjw

Ignªt¸mÄ sR«temsS Ahs\ XÅnamän c­Sn ]ndtIm«v amdn.

kabw IpXn¨p ]mbp¶sXm¶pw AhÀ AdnªtXbnÃ. Hmtcm¶v

an­ns¡mt­bncp¶p....

ImÂ¨ph«nÂ NpÅns¡m¼pIÄ sRcnbp¶ H¨ tI«v \nXoj Xncnªv t\m¡n.
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AhfpsS DSÂ hnd¨p.

AÑ³!

Xmsg InfbneqsS t]fnItb´n AÑ³ hcp¶p. Ccphcpw ac¨ph«nte¡v

]Xp§n.  \nXojv Icbp¶ H¨bnÂ an­n.

""AÑ³ I­q¶v tXm¶p¶p.  Xpdn¨v t\m¡nbt]mse tXm¶n. F\¡v

t]Snbmhv¶v, sâ t]mXntb!''

kpZo]\pw kwibap­mbncp¶p.  F¦nepw kam[m\n¸n¨p.

""Gbv! I­näv­mhoe''.

asämcp DuSphgnbneqsS \nXoj ho«nte¡v  Xo¸mäsb* t]mse ]mªp.

]n¶m¼pd¯qsS AI¯v Ibdn.  apdnbnsem¶pw AÑsâ A\¡w tI«nÃ.

InX¸aÀ¯n¸nSn¨v ap¶ndbt¯¡v \S¶p.

t]fnI Ccp¯nbnÂ Cd¡n sh¨v AÑ³ Ft§m Cd§nt¸mbncp¶p.

Hä¡mbn«pw AhÄ sNdpXmbn hnd¨p sIm­ncp¶p.  sX¿¨ab§Ä \ndª ̀ mcn¨

t]fnIsbSp¯v AhÄ ]SnªmäbnÂ Cd¡n sh¨p.

Ccp«v aq¯t¸mgmWv s]cph®m³ aS§nh¶Xv. BSn¡pgªpÅ ]SnIbäw

I­t¸mÄ \nXoj Dd¸n¨p. t]mbXv jm¸nte¡v Xs¶. hndbednbn¡msX AhÄ

tNmZn¨p.

""AÑ\v tNmdv hnf¼s«?''

""tamfv s_bvt¨m?''

""CÃ.''

""¶mev c­m¡pw shf¼nt¡m.''

s]s«¶v Idâ v t]mbn.  `mKyamsb¶v \nXoj IcpXn. apJw ImWnÃtÃm.

Nn½nWn¡qSv I¯n¨v tNmdv hnf¼n. Hcp ]m{Xw AÑ\v ap¼nÂ sh¨p. Aev]w

\o§nbncp¶v AhÄ Xsâ ]m{X¯nÂ \n¶pw Hcp ]nSn hmcn hmbnen«p. Cd§m¯Xv

sIm­v shÅw IpSn¨p.

s]cph®m³ tNmdv apgph³ hmcn¯n¶p.  apcpSbnse shÅw IpSpIpSm IpSn¨p.

ssIIgpIn h¶v Ccp¯nbnencp¶v apdp¡m³ s]mXn Agn¨p.  shänebnÂ \qdv

tX¨v Hcp IjvWw ]pIbne Npcp«n sh¨v hmbnen«v Nh¨p. ]pds¯ Ccp«nte¡v

\o«n¯p¸nb tijw sXm­ icnbm¡ns¡m­v AbmÄ ]dªp.

""tamtf F\s¡mcv Imcnbw \nt¶mSv ]dbm\v­v.''

\nXojbpsS ImÂhncepIfnÂ \n¶pw `b¯nsâ an¶Â Xet¨mdnte¡v

]mªpIbdn. Dd¸mbn.  AÑ³ X§sf I­n«p­v!

* Hcp Xos¯¿w.
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""\o ssI IgpIo«v hm.''

c­mas¯ tNmdpcpf t¹änÂ Xs¶bn«v AhÄ Fgpt¶äp. ]m{X§Ä

ASp¡fbnÂ sh¨v ssIIgpIn h¶v hmXnÂ adhnÂ \n¶p. hmXnÂ Rc§n.

s]cph®m³ aämcptStbm H¨bnÂ Dcphn«p.

""tamtf, s\\¡dntbm, \nsâ½¡v Rm³ Hcv ssZhmbncv¶v. IeymW¡me

s¯m¶pw {]iv\­mbncv¶nÃ.  ]ns¶¸ns¶ Rm³ sI«nbmSv¶ sX¿§Ä I­v

Fs¶ Hcv a\pjy\mbn ImWm³ I¿m­mbn.  \ns¶ s]ätijw....''

HcnS \nÀ¯n AbmÄ XpSÀ¶p.

""HcÑ\v  aItfmSv ]dbm³ ]äv¶ ImcyaÃ AsXm¶pw. Rm³  IpSn¨näv

]dbv¶Xm¶v \o IcvX­.  CXv ]dbm³ t_­oäm Rm\n¶v IpSn¨Xv.  IqSpXev

{][m\s¸« Imcnbw CXÃ. ]dªmev \n\¡Xv Xm§m³ ]täzm¶dnbnÃ. \nsâ

samI¯v t\m¡n Rms\§s\ ]dbpw.?''

DÂ¡WvTtbmsS \nXoj ss[cyw ]IÀ¶p.

""AÑ³ ]dbv. Rm³ tI¡mw.''

iàn kw`cn¨v s]cph®m³ DcnbmSn.

""tamtf, \nsâ½ kpioe Hfnt¨mSnbXÃ.''

\nXoj kvXw`n¨pt]mbn.

""]n¶?''

""Rms\mcns¡  tImfn ac¨nÃ sIm¯m³ ]cXmfn¡mhnev tIdn.

s\\¡dnbmtem t]mXnamcvsS XncpapSnbpw AcsbmSbpw apdp¡ns¡«m³ tImfn\mcv

Xs¶ thWw.  A§s\ tIdnb¸w Rm³ Hcn¡epw I­qSm¯Xv I­p. \nâ½bpw

GäqSp¡ N´\pw. Rm³ s]s«¶v Xncnªv \n¶v. H¶pw I­n«nÃ, FÃmw

tXm¶n¨bmWv F¶v a\Êns\ kam[m\n¸n v̈ c­Sn \S¶p. FÃmw ad¡m³ F\¡v

]äpambncv¶p.  ]s£ s]s«¶v GtXm Im«paqÀ¯n, Im«psamS´tbm Icn¦p«ntbm

Bbncn¡pw,  Fsâ tZl¯v Ibdn. As¸m Rm³ Ddªv XpÅm³ XpS§n.

tImfnacw sIm¯ms\Sp¯ hm¡¯nbpambn Rm\hcpsS ap¼nte¡v ]mªp.  Fsâ

a\Ênsâ Hcp aqebnÂ am{Xambn Npcp§nt¸mb Rm³ tht­, tht­ F¶p

\nehnfn¡p¶p­mbncp¶p. ]s£ Im«paqÀ¯n I¶¡¯n Bªv hoin. N´sâ

t\À¡mWv hoinbsX¦nepw s]s«¶v apt¶m«v tIdnb kpioebpsS Igp¯nemWv

sh«v sIm­Xv.  \nehnfntbmsS AhÄ Xmsg hoWp.  N´³ ac§Ä¡nSbneqsS

]mªv adbp¶Xv I¬tImWneqsS Rm³ I­p.

B \nanjw Im«paqÀ¯n Fs¶ hn«pt]mbn. Rm³ shdpw ]¨ a\pjy\mbn.

tNmcbnÂ Ipfn¨p InS¶ kpioesb hmcn¸pWÀ¶v Rm³ sImtd t\cw Icªp.
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Poh³ _m¡nbnsÃ¶v I­t¸mÄ hen¨ng¨v ]cXmfn¡mhn\v ]n¶m¼pd¯pÅ

]q¨¸mXmf¯nte¡v Fdnªp.  thsd Hcv hgnbpw Fsâ ap¼nep­mbncv¶nÃ....''

s]cph®m³ \nÈ_vZ\mbn. Ipsd \nanj§Ä Ignªv, apJw s]m´n¨v aIsf

t\m¡n.

""tamtf, \o hnizkn¡Ww, \nât½\ sh«nbXv Rm\Ã. GtXm Im«v

aqÀ¯nbm¶v. thtWm¦nev \nsâ Imev ]nSn¨v Rm\v kXyw sN¿mw.''

s]cph®m³ G´ntb´n Icbm³ XpS§n.

\nXoj ASnapSn hndb v¡p¶p­mbncp¶p. \mhv sXm­bnte¡v

XmWpt]mbXn\mÂ AhÄ¡v Ic¨nepw ]pdt¯¡v h¶nÃ.

\o­p \n¶ \nÈ_vZXsb s]cph®m³ ho­pw apdn¨p.

""thsd a§ew Ibn¡m³ _Ôp¡mcv Fs¶ sImtd \nÀºÔn¨v. ]s£

kpioesb ad¡m³ F\¡v ]äoe.  Hmsf A{X¡pw F\n¡njvSmcv¶v. Fsâ Cu

P·¯nev thsdmcv s]®v F\¡v tIdn hcm\nÃ.''

]nt¶äv Ime¯v apJw IgpIp¶Xpw Dan¡cnsbSp¯v ]Ãv tX¡p¶Xpw Ipfn¨v

h¶v `Pn¡m\ncn¡p¶Xpw Nmb IpSn¡m\ncn¡p¶Xpw AÑ\Ã ]pXnb

a\pjy\msW¶v \nXojbv¡v tXm¶p. Nmb IpSnIgnªv H¶pw an­msX

s]cph®m³ ]pX¨p aqSn¡nS¶p. B InS v̧ \mep\mÄ \o­p.  sX¿¯n\v hnfn¡m³

h¶ h®m·mscsbÃmw ]\nsb¶v ]dªv aS¡nbb¨p.

A©mw \mÄ Ime¯v s]cph®m³ Fgpt¶äp. Ipfn¨p h¶v ]SnªmäbnÂ

Ibdn amSmbn¡mhne¨ntbbpw sXm­Ñt\bpw Ccp]s¯m¶v Kpcp¡·mtcbpw

hµn¨v ]pd¯nd§n. Nmb IpSn¡m³ Ccp¯nbnencp¶v aItfmSv ]dªp.

""tamtf, \o Ipfns¨mcv§nt¡m.  C¶v cm{Xn¡m¶v \½sf \À¡ne¡mSv

tIm«¯nev  ]pXntbmXn sX¿w.  Rm\tÃ sI«nbmSn \nhr¯nt¡­Xv.  \obpw

FâqS ht¶m.  BS thdow sX¿§fv­tÃm. FÃmw I­v s]mecvt¼m \½¡v

aS§n hcmw.''

\nXoj Xe Xmgv¯n At]£n¨p.

"" AÑ³ t]mbnäv hm.  Rm\oS hmXneS¨v \nt¶mfmw.''

s]cph®msâ i_vZw I\¯p.

""Rm¼dbv¶Xv tI«maXn. FâqS \o tIm«¯nte¡v hm.  Rm³ AWnbe§Ä

FSv¯v t]fntbev sh¡p¼f¡pw Hcv§nt¡m. t\c­v.''

a\ÊnÃma\tÊmsS thKw Ipfn Ign¨v Ae¡nb NqcnZmdn«v Hcp§n h¶p.

t]fnI Npaente´n s]cph®m³ ap¼nÂ \S¶p.  \ngÂt]mse ]n¶nÂ \nXoj.

]cXmfn¡mhpw Imªnc¡mSpw Xm­n \nc¯nse¯nbt¸mÄ s]cph®m³
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ab¯nÂ kwkmcn¨p XpS§n.

""s\\¡dntbm \nXoj, Hcv sImÃw Rm³ sImb§nbt¸mÄ asämcmÄ¡v

]pXntbmXo\ sI«m\pÅ ASbmfw sImSp¡m³ \À¡ne¡ms« Ducmf·mÀ

\nÝbn¨p. F¶mÂ {]miv\nI³ IhnSn hmcnhen¨p sh¨t¸mÄ F´m k§Xn?

]pXntbmXn¡v Rm³ Xs¶ sI«nbmSnbm aXn. thsd Btcw sXfnbp¶nÃ.

Rm\nsÃ¦nÂ sX¿w BSn¡­m¶v ]pXntbmXn t\cdnthmsâ \mhneqsS ]dªp.

C¯hWbpw Rmt¼mbnsÃ¦nev ]pXntbmXn samS§pw. F\¡v a\Êv­mbn«Ã.

incÊnev ]pXntbmXosâ XncpapSn Gänbmev ]ns¶ \me©v aWn¡qÀ t\cw FÃmw

ad¡mtem.  tZh temI¯v tIdn \n¶ t]memWv.  a\pjysâ Imcy§sfm¶pw

]ns¶ s]m´nhcoe. AsXmcp Bizmkmþ''

\nXoj FÃmw tI«v \S¶p. H¶pw an­nbnÃ.

tIm«¯v F¯pt¼mÄ Ducf·mcpw A´n¯ncnb\pw Iei¡mc\pw

IWnbm\pw sImS¡mc\pw ]´Â Nabn¡p¶hcpw I\emSnIfpsaÃmw ]Sns¡«nÂ

h¶v `hyXtbmsS s]cph®ms\ kzoIcn¨p.  GXm\pw aWn¡qdpIÄ IgnªmÂ

apJy tZhXbmb ]pXnb `KhXnbmbn AhXcnt¡­ a\pjy\mWv!

I\emSnIfnsemcmÄ t]fnI Gäphm§n AWnbdbnÂ sh¨p. Npäpw

IqSnbhtcmsSmÃmw BlvfmZt¯msS hntij§Ä  ]¦psh¨v s]cph®m³

ItkcbnÂ Ccp¶p. tIm«¯nsâ ]Sn IbdnbtXmsS AÑ³ DuÀÖzkze\mb

a\pjy\mbn amdp¶Xv \nXoj hnkvabt¯msS t\m¡n \n¶p.

AWnbdbnse NmWIw tX¨ \ne¯v c­v saStªme¡odpIÄ tNÀ¯v

hncn¨ v s]cph®m³ InS¶p. cm{Xn apgph³ Xo¸´§Ä¡v \SphnÂ

DdªmSm\pÅXmWv.

hoc³ sX¿¯nsâ DSbmSIfWnª sNdp¸¡mc\mb I\emSn I®³

s]cph®msâ ImÂsXm«v hµn¨p. Dd¡apWÀ¶ s]cph®m³ Fgpt¶äv XebnÂ

ssIsh¨v A\p{Kln¨p. sX¿w Ac§nte¡v ]mªv sN¶v ]oT¯nencp¶v XncpapSn

Xebnteän. sN­tafw D¨¯nembn.  tXmÀs¯Sp¯v Npaenen«v s]cph®m³

tIm«¯n\v ]n¶nse sX¿¡mÀ am{Xw Ipfn¡p¶ ]pcmX\amb sNdpIpf¯nte¡v

\S¶p.

hoc³sX¿w DdªmSn h¶mÂ ]pXntbmXnbpsS tXmäw Act§dWw.

IpfnIgn¨p h¶ s]cph®m³ AcbnÂ tNm¸pSp¯p. ImepIfnÂ Nne¼pw ]äpw

]mSIhpw aWn¡bepw AWnªp. tijw ssIhfIÄ NmÀ¯n. Xe¸mfn sXm«v

sXmgpXv incÊnÂ sI«n. \mep Zn¡nt\bpw hµn¨v ho¡v sN­bpta´n ]Ånbd

ap¼nte¡v \S¶p. At¸mÄ hnbÀ¯v Ipfn¨ hoc³ sX¿w AWnbdbnte¡v
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aS§p¶p­mbncp¶p.

Hs¶m¶c \mgnI t\cw sIm­v ]pXntbmXnbpsS tXmäw Xocpw .

hmfpbÀ¯n¸nSn¨v \ncn¸nÂ  NmSp¶ tImac§fpw sN­tb´nb I\emSnIfpw

]pXntbmXnbpsS tXmäs¯ Ia\obam¡n. Zqsc amdn \n¶v sX¿ambn amdnb AÑsâ

NSpeamb NphSpIsf \nXoj I­p.   sX¿ambmÂ AÑ³ thsd Hcp sehemWv.

AhÄ hnNmcn¨p.

tXmäamSn¡gnªv ]Ånbd ap¼nÂ \n¶pw A´n¯ncnbsâ I¿nÂ \n¶v

s]cph®m³ `àntbmsS sImSnbne hm§n. AWnbdbnse¯pt¼mÄ

hocmfns¯¿w Hcp§n \nÂ¡p¶p. s]cph®msâ A\p{Klw hm§msX

I\emSnIfmcpw apSntbämdnÃ.  hocmfnbpsS tIme¡mc³ s]cph®msâ ]mZ§Ä

sXm«p hµn¨p. ]ns¶ ]Ånbd ap¼nte¡v Nne¼pIfpXnÀ¯v IpXn¨p ]mªp.

sImSnbnebnse Zo]w XncnbnÂ \n¶pw Ip¯phnf¡nte¡v shfn¨w ]IÀ¶v

B shfn¨¯n\v Iosg ]pXntbmXns¯¿¯nsâ apJs¯gp¯n\mbn I®³

s]cph®m³ aeÀ¶v InS¶p I®S¨p.  s]cph®msâ Xe¡q¯ncp¶v Hcp I\emSn

apJs¯gp¯v Bcw`n¨p.

]mXncmhmbn t\cw.  A\pjvTm\§Ä XoÀ¯v hocmfns¯¿w aS§nhcpt¼m

tg¡pw apJs¯gp¯v Ignªv s]cph®m³ ]pXntbmXnbpsS AWnbe§Ä

AWnªpXpS§nbncp¶p.  DSp¯p sI«n\v klmbn¡m³ \mep I\emSnIÄ Npäpw

\nc¶p.  Hme¡mXWnªtijw Acn¼pame sI«n. KpcpImcWh·mtcbpw

amSmbn¡mhne¨ntbbpw kvacn¨v `àntbmsS Xe¸mfn [cn¨p. ]t¨mebpsS

AcsbmS apdp¡ns¡«n. ]ns¶ ]Ånbd ap¼nte¡v Nne¼pXoÀ¯v s]cph®m³

Dd¨ ImeSnItfmsS NphSpsh¨p.

]Ånbd \Sbnse ]oT¯nencp¶ I®³ s]cph®msâ incÊnÂ I\emSnIÄ

]pXntbmXnbpsS  h¼³ h«apSn sh¨p sI«n.  \o­phfª shÅn FIndpIÄ*

[cn¸n¨p. AcsbmSbnse Xo¸´§Ä¡pw XncpapSnbnse tIm¯ncnIÄ¡pw Xo

sImfp¯n. s]cph®m³ apIpcZÀi\w \S¯pt¼mÄ A´n¯ncnb\pw P\kl

{khpw sX¿¯n\v Acnsbdnªp.  No\n¡pgepw sN­tafhpw DbÀ¶p.

AtXmsS I®³ s]cph®m³ F¶ a\pjy³ ]pXnb `KhXnbmbn.

C\n aq¶p \mep aWn¡qÀ t\cw s]cph®m\nÃ. ]pXnb `KhXn am{Xw!

Xo¸´§fpsS \Sp¡v Pzen¨v Ddbp¶ ]pXntbmXnsb¡­v `àP\§Ä

sXmgpXv hW§n.  Dd¨nen\p tijw tNSIsa¶hmfpw FSp¯sb¶ ]cnNbpw

hoins¡m­v BfpIÄ¡nSbneqsS `KhXn c£Isbt¸mse \o§n.

Ipd¨p t\cw IqSn \nXoj ]pXntbmXnsb I­p \n¶p.  hÃmsX £oWw

* Zwjv{S
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tXm¶nbt¸mÄ AWnbdbnte¡v \S¶p. AhnSw hnP\ambncp¶p. AÑ³

apJs¯gp¯n\p InS¶ AtX Hme¡odnÂ InS¶p. \me©p Znhks¯ Dd¡w

HäbSn¡v Ahsf At_m[¯nte¡v ap¡n¡fªp.

C¨nc shÃy½ Ipep¡n hnfn¨t¸mÄ \nXoj sR«nbpWÀ¶p.

""Fs´mcpd¡m Ipªn tamtf. s]®p§sfÃw Ipdn taWn¡v¶v. s\\¡v

]pXntbmXnsb sXmhvXv Ipdn taWn¡s­?''

AhÄ NmSn Fgpt¶äp. c­v aq¶p aWn¡qÀ Dd§n¡mWpw. C¨nc ssI]nSn¨v

sX¿¯nsâ ap¶nte¡v sIm­pt]mbn.  \nXoj I­p. Xsâ AÑ\Ã. hnf§n

\nÂ¡p¶Xv \m«p]ctZhXbmb ]pXntbmXnbmWv.

XfnIbnse aª¡pdn AcbmenebnÂ C¯ncn tImcnsbSp¯v \nXojbpsS

DÅw I¿nÂ sh¨v hncepIÄ {Kln¨v `KhXn AenthmsS Acpfn.

""F´m ss]X§tf... t£aw Xs¶btÃ..?''

\nXoj XeIpep¡n.

`KhXn XpSÀ¶p.

""tatem«v t\m¡v¼w BImiw, Xmtgm«v t\m¡v¼w `qan, FSwhew t\m¡v¼w

BcqÃ F¶ k¦Sw th­ tIt«zm..... FântXmcv hew ape Npc¶ncn¡p¶Xmb

£ocw ]IÀ¶v F\nbpw Rm³ Im¯v c£nt¨mfmw tIt«zm.... KpWw hcWw...

KpWw hcWw.''

sX¿¯nsâ Acpf¸mSpIÄ \nXojbpsS I®p \\bn¨p. sXm­ CSdn. FÃm

ss]X§Ä¡pw Ipdn sImSp¯v IgnªtXmsS tijn¨ NS§pIÄ A\pjvTn¨v

sX¿w XncpapSnbgn¡m³ Xe Ip\n¨p.

]pXntbmXn I®³ s]cph®m\mbn, ]¨ a\pjy\mbn.

P\¡q«w ]ncnªp XpS§n.  Ipd¨mWp§Ä am{Xw X«I¯nÂ _m¡nbmbn.

C\n tIme¯nt·Â tImeamWv. ]pXntbmXnsb sI«nb I®³ s]cph®m³ Xs¶

h«apSn¡v ]Icw sIm­Â apSn sh¨v Ipd¨p t\cw ̀ {Zmfn sX¿ambn DdªpXpÅpw.

`{Zmfnsb¶mÂ km£mÂ `{ZImfn. kwlmcp{Zbmb sX¿w.  s]®p§Ä

Hcn¡epw ZÀin¡m³ ]mSnÃm¯ sX¿w. \À¡ne¡mSv tIm«¯nÂ ]t­

A§s\bmWv.  ]pXntbmXnbpsS A\p{Klw In«n¡gnªmÂ s]®p§Ä, Hcp

hn[w BWp§fpw thKw Øew Imenbm¡pw.

AcsbmSbpw AWnbe§fpw Agn¨p Ifªv, hnbÀs¯men¨ s]cph®m³

Hme¡odnÂ aeÀ¶p InS¶p. hn{ian¡m³ Ac\mgnI t\cap­v.  tIm«¯nÂ \n¶pw

s]®p§Ä¡v ]emb\w sN¿m\pÅ t\cw IqSnbmWXv.

\nXoj Ip´n¨ncp¶v AÑs\ sXm«phnfn¨p. s]cph®m³ angn Xpd¶p.
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""Ft´?''

""C¨nc shÃy½ hnfn¡v¶v. Rm³ H¸cw t]mbvt¡ms«?''

""th­ tamtf. \½¡v H¡ t]mImw.''

""AsX§s\ AÑm? s]®mb F\¡v CuS \n¡m¼mSpt­m?''

""AXn\v hgo­m¡mw. \o s]md¯v \n¡v. Rm\ns¸m hcmw.''

\nXoj A¼ct¸msS ]pdt¯¡v \S¶p.

aq¶mev an\n«v Ignªv s]cph®m³  Hcp Nq«n\v Xo ]nSn¸n¨v ]pd¯nd§n.

h«¯nencp¶v Cf\ocv ]qfn¯n¶p¶ I\emSnIÄ B t]m¡v {i²n¨nÃ.

""FâqsS hm...''

tIm«¯n\v ]n¶nse sNdpIf¯n\cnInse ]pÃm©n¡m«nte¡v s]cph®m³

\S¶p. \nXoj ]n¶mse \S¶p. AbmÄ DÅnte¡v \qWv Nq«v hoin¡mWn¨p.

""\o CuS ]Xp§nt¡m. Ipd¨v t\ctÃ th­q. Rm³ h¶v Iq«nt¡mfmw.''

AhÄ Xe Ipep¡n. `bt¯msS Npäpw t\m¡n. Nq«v shfn¨¯nÂ sXfnª,

s]cp¼m¼v t]mse hfªv ]pfªv \new ]än¡nS¶ ac¯SntaÂ AhÄ Ccp¶p.

Nq«v Ip¯ns¡Sp¯n s]cph®m³ AWnbdbnte¡v \S¶p. Nmbneyw Ipd¨p

IqsS Ihnfnepw Iogv¯mSnbnepw tX¨p ]nSn¸n¨p.  AWnbe§fWnbm³

H¡t¯mä¡mÀ Npäpw \n¶v klmbn¨p.  HcmÄ `{ZImfnsb kvXpXn¨v tXmäw

XpS§n.  asämcp Im\emSn ho¡v sN­bnÂ Xmfw ]nSn¨p. AcsbmSbWnªv

s]cph®m³ ]Ånbd ap¼nte¡v ]mªp.  hew Npänh¶v \mep Zn¡nt\bpw

hµn v̈ ]oT¯nÂ Bk\Øbmbn.  sIm­Â apSnsh¨v apIpcZÀi\w  Ignªt¸mÄ

s]cph®m³ `{ZImfns¯¿ambn.

cu{Z ̀ mhw ]q­v ̀ {Zmfn Ddªp XpÅn. tNSI hmÄ hoin¸nSn¨v BWp§fpsS

t\À¡v ]mªp.. BfpIÄ {]mW ̀ bt¯msS ]n³hm§n \n¶p. ]Ånbd ap¼nte¡v

IpXn¨v h¶v A´n¯ncnbt\mSv Ie¼n.

""FhnsS A´n¯ncnbm F\¡v Iev]n¨ DXncw?

A´n¯ncnb³ ]cn{`at¯msS sXt¡aqebnÂ Iq«nb tImgnIfnte¡v t\m¡n.

hm s]m¯n ]dªp.

""DXncw Hcv¡o«v­v..''

s]s«¶v `KhXn aq¡v hnSÀ¯n.

""A´n¯ncnbm Hcv s]®nsâ aWw hcp¶p­tÃm.''

A´n¯ncb³ A¼ct¸msS Npäpw t\m¡n. s]t®m? B¬Iq«hpw Npäpw

t\m¡n.  X«I¯nÂ s]®nsâ s]mSn t]mepanÃ.

A´n¯ncnb³ CsÃ¶p Xebm«n.
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sX¿w ]cnlkn¨p.

""a\pjy§Ä¡v In«nÃ aWw.  Rm\dnbpw s]®nsâ aWw.''

]Ånbdsb HmSn hew sh¨v h¶v `{ZImfn Acpfn.

""\Ãh®w ]hp¯Xmb IZfn hmg¡pebpsS aWw hcp¶p­tÃm

A´n¯ncnbm.''

A´n¯ncnb³ ssIaeÀ¯n. {ZwjvSIÄ an¶n¨v ̀ KhXn {Iqcamb NncnNncn¨p.

""Ducmf·mtc, A´n¯ncnbm, Rms\mcp IZfn¡pe ]hp¡m³ sh¨n«p­v.

AsXSp¯v _¸nSt­?*

s]s«¶v sX¿w hmfpbÀ¯n¸nSn¨v Aedns¡m­v ]pdt¯¡v ]mªp.

Nq«pIfpbÀ¯n¸nSn¨v I\emSnIfpw IÀ½nIfpw ]n¶mse HmSn.

F´mWv kw`hn¡p¶sX¶v BÀ¡pw a\ÊnembnÃ.

]pÃm©n¡m«n\v t\À¡mWv `{ZImfns¯¿w Aedn¸mªXv.

_lfw tI«v ]pdt¯¡v t\m¡nb \nXoj I­Xv Nq«pIfpsS shfn¨¯nÂ

`{Zmfn ]mªv hcp¶XmWv!

AhfpsS I®pIÄ Xpdn¨v A\¡aäp. DSÂ achn¨p.

]pÃm©n¡mSnte¡v \qWv Ibdn sX¿w AI¯ncp¶ s]®ns\ apSns¡«nÂ

]nSn¨v CSwI¿mÂ s]m¡nsbSp¯p.  Cfw Igp¯nte¡v hew I¿nse hmÄ Bªp

hoin.

AeÀ¨bpw  \nehnfnbpw tNmcbpw Hcpan¨v Npäpw NnXdns¯dn¨p.

(]ß\m`³ »m¯qcnsâ "\t¼me³' F¶ HmÀ½ ]pkvXI¯nse "]{Xmfn' F¶

Ipdn¸nt\mSv IS¸mSv)

* hoXn¡t­?


